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Fairfield and Gonzales Neighbourhood Plans 

Engagement Summary  

 

Event Name: Renters Forum  

Event Date: Thursday 13 October, 2016 

Event Time: 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Event Location: Fairfield Community Place 

# of Attendees 

35  From Fairfield 

4  From Gonzales 

2  Home owners 

27   Renters 

 

Executive Summary (250 words max) include pictures and images (drawings, 

word clouds, etc) 

 

The Renters forum was organized by the Fairfield Gonzales Community Association. City staff were 

invited to gather feedback about the work that has been done on the neighbourhood plan to date. There 

was lots of support for the vision with some suggested changes that included adding “affordability”, and 

“diverse” to the statement and removing “happy people” since not everyone will be happy all the time. 

Many people felt that the statement is fine but contingent on the City following through with policies that 

are aligned. 

 

The feedback on the goal statements included safe transportation and making bike lanes a priority, 

increasing density and affordability, enhancing and celebrating the outdoor spaces and parks and 

providing real and meaningful sustainability initiatives such as green building incentives and community 

solar projects. 
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All Feedback/Event Notes 

 

Feedback on Draft Vision 

 YES!!! 

 The way it’s going right now, only rich people will be able to live here 

 Affordability requires privileged people being willing to share their privilege 

 More needed about what the world “inclusive” really means in concrete terms 

 Also the ethnicity.  We have a homogenous culture here.  If we are inclusive why is it that we 

don’t have more ethnic diversity in FG? 

 Add affordable to vision 

 Add “connected to other neighbourhoods by world-class public transit and active transportation 

infrastructure” 

 Supporting local independent businesses 

 Inclusive and welcoming = affordable 

 Sustainable practices instead of resilient 

 Inclusive = non-racist, non-mysogynist, non-transphobic, non-discriminatory inclusive of low 

income residents 

 Happy? 

 Specific visions for renters rights, subsidized housing, rent increases 

 Innovative 

 Instead of happy how about wellbeing 

 How to be inclusive 

 Welcoming is about your arrival in a place. I would like to see our neighbourhood as a place of 

belonging 

 City has to be willing to adjust policies to meet this vision 

 I like it as long as the policy reflects that vision 

 Safe routes 

 Sidewalks 

 To have strong businesses we must support them 

 More affordable housing for all people 

 Delete happy and replace with diverse 

 Not everyone will be happy all the time 

 What are the steps to get there? 

 IDEA:  there will always be people who choose to rent vs owning and it needs to be seen as a 

valid choice 

 Tenants need to feel like they have a voice and need to be able to express complaints without 

fear of reprisal 

 

Feedback on Draft Fairfield Goals 

Transportation and Mobility 

 Speed up completion of Biketoria 

 Need bike lanes throughout Cook St village 

 Safer streets and lower speed limits 

 Reduce cars and limits on roads 

 Prefer 1. Make walking cycling and transit easier safer and more enjoyable 
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Housing 

 Increase density throughout all of Fairfield.  Change zoning to allow mid-rise apartments 

throughout neighbourhoods 

 8.  Encourage new housing design that fits in with the neighbourhood character.  This can be 

abused by people who want to prevent all change, especially increased density. 

 Who decides what that is? Design ideals change over time 

 10.  Maintain and invest in existing rental housing stock.  But we need a lot of new housing to 

improve vibrancy and affordability.  So existing housing stock will have to be redeveloped as 

higher density. 

 Who is responsible for this?  How do you deal with renovictions? 

 Encourage coach houses and infill laneway and legalizing existing suites 

 No.s 8 and 9 are saying the same 

 Encourage renovating of existing buildings to limit building new YES! 

Urban Village  

 14.   This is not a goal 

Parks Open Space, Trails and Trees 

 15.  Enhance neighbourhood parks as outdoor social space (for meetings and events)… 

 16.  Enhance assess, amenities and facilities along the waterfront with designated cycling path 

 17.  Celebrate and enhance Beacon Hill Park while maintaining the trust e.g. no commercial 

activity 

 17.  Celebrate and enhance Beacon Hill Park e.g a concession 

 19.  Ross Bay Cemetary (label trees) 

 21.  Support a more diverse population in Fairfield acceptance of differences 

Environment and Sustainability 

 23.  Protect coastal ecosystems and pollinator systems 

 25.  Establish more community food growing spaces and services, boulevard gardening 

 New 26.  Legal rights to sustainable land use for renters 

 Incentives for landlords to implement energy efficiency measures  

 Community solar projects 

 Affordable food coops 

 Reducing pollution e.g. noise from electric gadgets and tools 

 Neighbourhood coop systems 

 More cooperative resource sharing 

 

Community Resiliency and Wellbeing 

 Employment opportunities (beyond retail or tourism) 

 

Placemaking Arts, Culture and Heritage 

 Better protection for non-heritage listed character homes 
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 No box houses 

 Utilize existing parks  

 

General Comments 

Have City Council cap accommodation efforts for dissenting MINORITY, make decisive legislation 

respecting MAJORITY wishes  (not everyone can be pleased! stop wasting resources on accommodating 

concerns of small dissenting minority, when there is majority consensus 

 

Feedback on Draft Gonzales Goals 

Housing  

 Add energy efficient to Goal 5 

Urban Villages 

 Add Lillian (pet store as a small urban village) 

Parks Open Space, Trails and Trees 

 Goal 11.  Remember wheelchairs 

 Goal 12.  more picnic benches, more group benches, maybe permanent chess table shuffle 

board 

Community Resiliency and Wellbeing 

 Goal 15.  Community garden.  Gymnasium open to public evenings weekends summer, meeting 

rooms 

Environment and Sustainability 

 Replace promote with Require 

 


